363. SPEECH AT DURBAN MEETING*
[July 12, 1914\
SISTERS AND BROTHERS,
The honour I have received today is the highest ever in my
life, for your love has been simply beyond words, and seeing so
many of my indentured brothers and sisters makes me happy
indeed. You must have heard quite a few things about the Settle-
ment, some of them, perhaps, false. The indentured friends will
be able, on the expiry of their contracts, to buy land and settle
down as free men. If, however, you are not sufficiently vigilant
after my departure or if you weaken, the Government may even
exploit the situation to its advantage. In that case, all that you
did last year to win relief from your sufferings you must repeat
and suffer again. You will not for that purpose need my pre-
sence or that of other leaders* If thus, in the hour of your
difficulty, you turn to satyagraha instead of looking for leaders,
success will assuredly be yours.
I shall now tell you something else. For Indians born here,
this is their motherland. They have a better right here than
other Indians. Their future is bound up with that of this coun-
try, I would ask them to be vigilant. They would do well to turn
their attention to land instead of crowding lawyers' or other
offices. Besides, whenever as a community you find it necessary
to oppose the authorities, you should employ the same weapon
as you did during the last eight years to a successful end*
Brothers and sisters under indenture, youn is a very wretched
state. I have had information from several sources throwing doubt
on the value of the repeal of the £$ tax. The money thus saved
[it has been suggested] will go to wine-dealers and goldsmiths.
The labourers will be robbed at either place. This is quite true.
To goldsmiths, of course, I can say: "Dear frkads, give up rob-
bing. It can have no good result Do not reduce your brethren
to a miserable state. Do not rob your poor kith and kin by mbdng
copper or brass with gold." To the wine-dealers, I can say
nothing. But I shall address myself to you. If you resolve that you
will have no intoxicating drink, the wine-dealers will close down
1 Gandhiji addressed a meeting of indentured labourers and other Ia-
dkns held on the Football Ground, Durban.

